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(57) Abstract 

An incontinent controlling device for bowel movement comprising two or more cortipacted absorbent pads (15, 16) con- 
nected together by short lines (17). The pads are inserted into the rectum where they swell and substantially fill the portion of the 
rectum they occupy and.hold back accumulated feces until a removal line (14) is pulled. 
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PATTiTATIVE OONIBOUJm DEVICE FOR INOMriNENCE 

Background o£ InvenlilQn 
This invention is a continuation-in-part of 
U.S. sn. 07/874,513 filed April 27, 1992. This 
invention relates generally to incontinence, and 
in particular to assisting individuals who are 
unable to properly control the elimination of 
their bowels. 

One object of this invention is to provide 
means for holding feces in the intestinal canal 
until it is desirable or feasible tx> permit 
elimination • 

Other objects and advantages of this 
invention will be apparent from the description 
and claims which follow taken together with the 
appended drawings. 

Summarv ^ Invention 
This inveintion comprises generally inserting 
an assembly of absorbent pads into the rectum 
thus blocking elimination of feces. The assembly 
comprises two or more absorbent pads, preferably 
cup-shaped, connected together by a flexible line 
such as nylon. The inner pads are preferably in 
nesting relation with the outer pads and are 
connected in sequence by short flexible lines, as 
for example, one-half inch in length. The most 
outer pad has an accessible removal line. The 
materials which can be used are typically 
expandable, absorbent materials such as unwoven 
cotton or rayon, with a typical expanded diameter 
of two inches. In application the pad assembly, 
preferably lubricated, can be inserted directly. 
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• • . ■ 

Also, trlie assembly can be loaded in1:o a device 
similar 'to tiiose used for . insertion of tampons. 
An example of sucb a tampon inserter device. is U.S. 
Patent^ 3,895,634. 

* • 

Brief Description of Drawings 
Fig. 1 is a view of the pad assembly of this 
. inviention encased in a sterile container having a 
window. 

Fig. 2 is a view of the pad assembly of Fig. 
. 1 after removal from the container. 

Fig* 3 is a side view with partial cutaway of 
the pad assembly loaded into an inserting device. 

Figs. 4 and 5 indicate the invention 
diagranmiaticaaiy after insertion into the rectum, 
but for purposes of clarity the rectum is not 
shown. 

Fig. 4 is a side view wherein the inserting 
device has been inserted into the rectum and 
pairtially removed showing two connected absorbent 
pads. 

Fig. 5 shows the final position of the pads 
dLn the rectum. 

fig» 6 is a diagrammatic view of - another 
embodiment of this invention after insertion into 
the rectum, but for purposes of clarity the rectum 
is shown in phcuitom. 

Fig. 7 ±s a diagrammatic view similar to Fig. 
6 wherein the pads have been turned inside-out by 
pulling oh the removal line. 
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Sp^cl^ic Example ^ Inventiion 
Referring now to Figs, i, 2, and 5 in the 
drawings, the embodiment illustrated therein 
comprises a pad assembly in an insertion device 
similar to the tampon insertion device described 
in U.S. Patent 3,895,634. A sterile container 18 
is shown having a window 19. Housed in the 
container is a pad assembly consisting of 
compressed, expandable, absorbent pads 15 and 16 
connected together by a nylon line 17 
approximately one-half inch in diameter. When 
e3q>anded by the moisture in the intestinal canal, 
the pads are approximately two inches in diameter. 
A nylon removal JLine 14 is attached to the base of 
the outer or pad 15. The pads serve to retain the 
feces in the rectum. A plurality of pads is 
needed because a single pad does not give enough 
protection against leakage. Pulling of the 
removal line 14 allows the pads to be removed and 
thus permits the flow of feces out of the rectum. 

Referring now to Pigs. 3, 4, and 5, an 
inserting member 11 is shown whose dimension is of 
the order of one-half inch or so. Spaced in the 
inserting member in compact form are the 
expandable absorbent pads 15 and 16. The 
inserting member has an insertion tip 12 which has 
triangular shaped segments 12 a to permit the 
compacted pads 15 and 16 to be released for 
expansion in the intestinal canal after the 
assembly has been inserted into the rectum. 
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Xn cmoi:her embodiiaent. of :this inven'tion, an 
inverted cup-like pad assembly in compressed form 
is inserted into the rectxim either directly or by 
means similar i:o the preceding embodiments After 
insertion the pads expand so that, their edges 
cling, to . the walls of the. rectum. Fig.. 6 
illustrates the expanded pads 21 and 22 clinging 
to the rectum 20 (shown in phantom) after the pads 
in compressed form had been inserted into the 
rectum in "^e direction indicated by arrow A. The 
pad 21 has a firm anchor 21a connected to a short 
nylon line 23 whose other end is connected to 
another firm anchor 22a. Ah elongated nylon line 
.24 is also connected to. anchor Z2di and has a 
portion outside the rectum. . 

After the pads have been inserted and 
expanded,, line 24 is pulled ±n . the direction 
indicated by arrow B, causing the pads to invert 
into the position illustrated in Fig. 7 
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Clains 

!• An incon'tlnen't controlling assembly for 
bowel movemen't comprising a plurality of 
compressed, expandable, absorbent pads connected 
together by short lines and having an externally 
accessible line for removal; said pads when 
expanded being cup-shaped; said pads being 
configured for insertion into the rectum of a 
person so as to expand with the moisture therein 
and substantially fill the portion of the rectum 
they occupy wd hold back accumulated feces until 
the externally assembly line is pulled. 

2. -An incontinent controlling assembly for 
bowel movement configured for insertion into the 
rectum of a person; said device comprising a 
plurality of compressed, expandable, absorbent 
pads connected together by short lines and having 
an externally accessible removal line whose end 
extends out of the rectum; said pads being 
characterized as eacpanding in the rect\m to result 
in a series of cup-shaped members which hold back 
accumulated feces until the removal line is 
pulled; each said cup-shaped meiaber except the 
lowest, having a portion of its bottom within the 
volume of the next lower cup-shaped member. 
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3. A ne'tliod for eon'trolllng bowel movemen't 
in 'tlie rectusL o£ a person wlio has in^es*tlnal 
incontinence,, said metihod comprising -the s^teps of: 
(1) Inserting into tiie rectum an. assembly 
comprising a plurality of compressed, expandable, 
cup-shaped, absorbent pads connected together. by 
short lines and having a line whose end extends 
but of the rectum so as to be externally 
accessible r and (2) pulling, on said removal line 
to remove the assembly with its accumulated feces 
from the rectum; said pads being so characterized 
that upon expansion they form nesting, cup-shaped 
members* 

4. The method of Claim 3 whexein the 
assembly is inserted so that the cup-shaped 
members are facing ixpwardly upon ea^ansion. 

5. The method of Claim' 3 wherein the 
assembly is inserted so that the cup-shaped 
members are facing downwardly upon expsmsion, and 
the removal line is pulled to invert the cup- 
shaped members so that they face upwardly. 
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